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outrageous. We were prepared under the circumstances to pay
it, when the portly lady of the inn, who was obviously " a
character/' beckoned us mysteriously round a corner, and,
though we had scarcely two words of any language in common,
gave us emphatically to understand that we were on no account
to be so swindled, she would see we got another. This, how-
ever, was not accomplished for another hour, with the result
that the last part of the journey was traversed in total dark-
ness, and the lights of the hotel were very welcome*
Mana being still in the hands of work-people, we made our
next way by the south road to the town of Teldc, near which
is a mountain known as Montana de las Cuatro Puertas, where
are a wonderful series of caves connected with the Guanchcs.
The road from Las Palmas skirts the sea-coast for a large part
of the way, being frequently cut into the cliff-face and in one
place passing through a tunnel: the town lies on the lowland
not far from the sea. We arrived late in the afternoon, and
endeavoured to make a bargain for rooms with the burly land-
lord of the rather humble little inn. As difficulties supervened
a man who "spoke a little English was called in to act as inter-
preter. He turned out to be a vendor of ice-creams who had
visited London, and to make the acquaintance of the exponent
of such a trade in his native surroundings was naturally & most
thrilling experience. He expressed a great desire to return
to that land of wealth, England, though his knowledge of out
language was so extremely limited he had obviously, when
there, associated principally with his own countrymen.
We went for a stroll before dark, noticing the system of
irrigation; the water is preserved in large tanks* from which
it is. distributed in all directions by small channels, and so
valuable is it that these conduits are in many cases made of
stone faced with Portland cement. They are now, however,
in some instances being replaced by iron pipes, which have
naturally the merit of saving loss by evaporation. Canary is
a land where the owner of a spring has literally a ]goid-aaio&»
This is the most celebrated district for orangas. After our
evening meal we joined the company in the central pta& of the
little town. The moon shone down through the trees; young
men sat and smoked, and young girls, wearing white mantillas,
strolled about in companies of four or five, chatting gaily, The

